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id redisplay of the galleries of this 

knowledge for the benefit of humanity, 
staff the Department of Archaeology and Museums will break ne 
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MUSEUM NEWS 

DEPARTMENT OF MUSEUMS - AN INTRODUCTION 



h: 0452-650298 


Government Museum, Fort, Vellore-632 004 






Krishanagiri-635 001 ’ ^ 

Government Museum. Foot of the Hill, Palani-624 601 

Sivagangai-630 561 
Tiruvarur-610 002. 

Government Museum. 35, First Line Beach, 

Government Museum, 117, Munusamy Avenue. 
Kanchipuram-636 501 


Office Road. Ramanathapuram-623 501 
Karur-639 001 ^ ^ 


Government Museum, T.T Road, Virudhunagar-626001. 







IMPORTANT ADDITIONS 














Height.82 cm). Thirugnanasambandha (Weight.34 kg. 






















'n-aining Courses, Competitions and Ceiebration 











d.D. (S), 







Vaniyambadi on ‘Socio-Economic History of 
VeUore District’. 


19.10.2001 “Excavations in Tamilnadu” - paper presented in 
the Archaeology conference held at the 

20.12.2001 “The Role of Curator in Preserving Stone 
Sculptures” - paper presented in the “International 

Special Reference to Limestone Objects” i 



it’s 150th year celebrati 


25.02.2002- “Two Unique Memorial Stones in the Collection of 
27.02.2002 the Government Museum, Madurai” - paper 
presented in the South Indian History Congress 
held at Trivandrum, Kerala 

Participation in Workshops, Expert Committees, 


ii.12.2001 Conservation of Stone Objects with Special 






leadership of the Commissioner of Museums and 
undertaken tour to Bhopal, Agra and New Delhi 
04.03.2002- Acted as a Liaison Officer for the NFSC Folk 
13.03.2002 Festival conducted at the Museum. 



18.3.2002 - Participated in the Workshop on “Museum 

21.3.2002 Education” conducted by the Salar Jung Museum, 
Hyderabad 


Dr. J. Raja Mohamed, 


05.12.2001- Participated in the seminar on “Restoration 
07.12.2001 Conservation of Granite" organised jointly by the 
INTACH, Chennai, Max Mueller Bhavan, Chennai 
and Germany Returnees A; 


7.12.2001 by the INTACH, Chennai, Max Mueller Bhavan, 
Chennai and Germany Returnees Association at 

20.12.2001 Conservation of Stone Objects with Special 
Reference to Limestone Objects" at Chennai 
Government Museum in connection with 150th 


25.01.2002- Participated in a Workshop on Museum 
01.02.2002 Management organised by the Mehrangarh 




Museum. Vellore to the participants. 


01.03.2002 - Participated in the Annual Conference of Museums 
03.03.2002 Association of India at Bhopal. 

12.12.2001 Participated Assembly Assurance Committee 
meeting held at the Vellore District Collectorate. 
18.3.2002 Participated in the Advisory Committee meeting 
at the Vellore District Collectorate regarding 
antiquities collected by Thiru. R. Sundaram of 
Gudiyatham, 


Curator, Government Museum, Udagamandalam 



05.12.2002 - Participated in the Conservation Seminar 
06.12.2002 organized by the Max Mueller Bhavan, Chennai 

28.01.2002- Participated in the Workshop on “Museum 
01.02.2002 Training” conducted under the auspices of the 

Museum Jodhpur. Rajasthan. 




10.11.2001 Participated in the meeting organized by the 

culture through the district office functioning for 
that purpose. 






20.03.2002 Uc,.ed .o^40^s.ude^^^^^^ School, 

,2.03.2002 --h. of Oov.„.e„. 
















The herostones in the Museum Sculpture - Park were cleaned 



Three interactive working models were repaired and re- 


Exhibition: 

In Chennai and Districts 

04.10.2001- Freedom Fighters Photographic Exhibition - 


1 Mr. Abdul Rahim’ 


=K1 


and the A.S.I., G.S.I. of the Madras circle and Gem 
Granites National Museum, New Delhi, National 
Research Laboratory for Conservation, Jaipur 
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Articles Published 






Thiru. C. Govindarajao, 





: (Tamil: 



Thiru N. Sundararajan, 

Curator. Government Museum, Cuddalore 

“Stone Sculptures and Their Environment”- Preprint of the 
International Seminar Proceedings on ‘Conservation of Stone 
Objects with Special Reference to Limestone Objects’, 
Government Museum, Chennai, December 2001. 
Research Activities 


1. Finger-printing of South Indian Bronzes in collaboraUon with 
the Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research, Kalpakkam 
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Undertook Study-tour to Bhopal and studied the 
and the State Museum, Bhopal along with the Rock 


Discussed with the Secretary of the National Rock 
with the Rock art Study Team. 


3-11-200! Visited National Museum of Natural History, 
National Rail Museum and National Museum, New 



01.11.2001 Undertook Study-tour to Bhopal and studied the 
Rock Art sites at Bhimbetka. Museum of Mankind 
and the State Museum, Bhopal along with the Rock 
art Study Team. 

02.11.2001 Discussed with the Secretary of the National Rock 
Art Society, Agra about the rock art of India along 


I Visited National Museum of Natural History, 
ry in the Museum. 


Cultural Property regarding the conduct of the 
International Seminar on Conservation of Stone 


34 Delegates oi 







01.2.2002 


Discussed with the Scientists of the Indira Gandhi 
Metallography of Coins and Infra Red Photography 


Discussion with Mr. Palaniappan, Secretary, 
Regional Secretary, Lalit Kala Academy on 
conservation issues related to paintings 
5-3-2002 Visited the Conservation Laboratory of the 
Dr.O.P.Agrawal, Director General of ICCI, New 
30-3-2002 Undertook to 
paintings at th 

Thiagarajaswamy Temple, Thiruvaraur. 


ry in the Government Museum, 


National Art Gallery building. 










12.12.2001 To Vepannapalli to study Palm-leaf manuscripts. 
Thiru. G. Karunanidhi, 

18.02.2002 To inspect the treasure-trove (Bronzes) at Taluk 
15.03.2002 To inspect the treasure-trove (Bronzes) at 


Mannargudi Taluk Office, Tiruvaur district. 




29.10.2001 To participate in the meeting in connection with 



the “Allotment of Lands to the Government 



11.01.2002 To inspect Adalaiyur treasure-trove objects at 
Nagapattinam Taluk Office. 

08.03.2002 To inspect Naganathaswamy Temple Car at 
31.03.2002 Accompanied the Commissioner of Museums to 


Tranquebar Danish Fort Museum and studied the 
collection and the display of artefacts there. 


Thiru. C. Govindaraj, 







31.03.2002 the museum after 



To inspect the newly found treasure-trove objects 
at Rajapalayam Taluk Office 


To study the cave temple and the Durga sculpture 
at Thiruthargal 
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Preserving heritage for pos 
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ARTICLES 




































5. Kannan Dr. R. (2002) ‘Managine Change in the Museum Profession’ 
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MANAGING CHANGE IN THE MUSEUM 
PROFESSION 



Participatory 






(Particip 
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4. For electrical work and fittings superior quality is 



5 . All metal parts 


1. Aluminium 


anodised steel. 

6. The base panels of the'showcases are made by MDF Marine 
certificate. 


fan have been provided. Otherwise, the glass will break due 

8. Silica Gel bags have been provided in a compartment at the 

9. In Diorama showcases, photographs on vinyl will be used. 

advertisements. The sizes of the showcases have been 
changed from the usual 6ft height to 8 ft and 6 ft depth to 



for durability and avoiding emanation of harmful gases. 
Yellow Tru-lights give a pleasing lighting effect. 

An amount of Rs.5.35 Lakhs was sanctioned under Part II 
Plan for the year 2001-2002. The allocation of showcases is 8 
Showcases for Government Museum, Chennai, 3 showcases for 

since the merger of the departments of museums and archaeology 
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CANNONS OF PUDUKOTTAI AND TYAGA DURG 
(NEAR KALLAKURICHI) 



engravings on them. This article describes in detail all these 
pieces. Their photographs are also presented here - after all seeing 
is believing. The cannon in Tyaga Durg is also interesting, since 
it also belongs roughly to the same period. It is also described 



1. Accession Number (Acc. No. ) - An-C/1 
Length : 200 Cms.(Centimetres) 

Girth at tip 45 Cms. 

Opening (dia) ; 10 Cms. 



Bronze - Inscribed as ‘Raghunatha Banam’ - Brought from 
Pudukkottai old palafe armoury. 


Towards the close of the 17th Century AD, the Pudukkottai 

rulers of Madurai in their wars. The Tondaiman Chieftain 
Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman was responsible for the many 
victories of the Nayaks. He brought many guns and ca: 
war trophies. One of the cannons wa 



it for generations. Towards the close of the 17*h r'^ntury. the 
He stopped remitting his usual tribute to the rulers ol Madurai. 














Accn.No. Ad-C/9 


0. Accn.No. An-C/10 (small) 










































NEW BUDDHA SCULPTURE FROM PUDUKKOTTAI 






if an ancient Pondya Port identified 
Archaeology (ed) Natanakasinathan, 


P. Jayakumar, Ports of Tamilnadu (Medieval Period) (Tamil), 
Thanjavur, 2001. 


D. Macleans, A Manual of Madras Presidency - 


Coromandel coast and social customs 1750-1900, un 
published Ph.D. thesis, Pondicherry University, Pondicherry, 



ASPECTS OF STUPA 
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KODUMBALUR MUVARKOIL-A NEW LOOK 


















FORT ST. DAVID, CUDDALORE 




IT WAS CAPITAL OF THE ENGLISH POSSESSIONS ON 
THE COROMANDAL COAST FROM 1746-1752 
FORTIFICATIONS DEMOLISHED BY THE FRENCH AND 



ofTippu 



Dr.BaIiga, B.S.(1962) Madras District Gazetteers, SouthArcot, late 
Curator, Madras Record Office ,Govt. of Madras, 










THE BATS 
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modified for chewing the fruits and extracting the nectar or fruit 


is poor, they have highly developed echo system. They ar 
beings which strikes upon the obstacles and reflected back to 


se of their path. The bats 
at the rate of 10/ second before take off; 



The bats living in northern co 
During this phenomenon, the bats do not move. It requires low 
energy. Stored fats and glycogen are the sources of energy. Rates 
of respiration, metabolism, heart beat, temperature and endocrine 

Bats are classified on the bases of nature of food they intake. 


s. The distribution of bats 
IS. When the fruiting season 

will be abundant, when the fruiting season ceases, the fruit 



NEO CONSERVATION 














as these involve a huge amount of money. How ever, the Neo 
Conservation will be able to sustain because some non 
governmental organizations and the government departments are 





